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guidance from manifestations caused by an over-excitement of national 
feeling, the Government of the United States will, we are pleased to hope, 
consider the matter with the calm mind that the gravity of the case 
requires and will see fit to decide upon a course which, by keeping un- 
broken the relations between two great States, for both of which Austria 
entertains an equal friendship, will be calculated to prevent the serious 
disturbances which the eventuality of a war could not fail to bring on, 
both with respect to each of the contending parties and with respect to 
the affairs of the world at large. 

Kindly bring the foregoing reflections to the attention of Mr. Seward 
and inform us how the Secretary receives your communication. 

Receive, etc. 

(Signed) Rechberg. 



NOTES EXCHANGED BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND CHILE RESPECTING 
THE SINKING OF THE GERMAN CRUISER "DRESDEN" IN CHILEAN 
TERRITORIAL WATERS X 

No. 1 

The Chilean Minister to Sir Edward Grey 

[Translation] 

Chilean Legation, 
London, March 26, 1915. 
Sir: 

In compliance with instructions from my Government, I have the 
honor to inform your Excellency of the facts which led to the sinking of 
the German cruiser Dresden in Chilean territorial waters, as they appear 
to be established by the information in the possession of the Chilean 
Government. 

The cruiser cast anchor on the 9th March in Cumberland Bay, in the 
Island of Mas-a-Tierra, belonging to the Juan Fernandez group, 500 
metres from the shore, and her commander asked the Maritime Governor 
of the port for permission to remain there for eight days for the purpose 

1 British Parliamentary Papers, Miscellaneous No. 9 (1915). [Cd. 7859.] 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 73 

of repairing her engines, which were, he said, out of order. The Maritime 
Governor refused to grant the request, as he considered it unfounded, 
and ordered the captain to leave the bay within twenty-four hours, 
threatening to intern the cruiser if her stay were prolonged beyond 
that period. Upon the expiry of the time stated the Maritime Governor 
proceeded to notify the captain of the Dresden that he had incurred the 
penalty imposed, and he immediately reported the situation which had 
arisen to the Governor of the Republic. Meanwhile, on the 14th March, 
a British naval squadron, composed of the cruisers Kent and Glasgow and 
the armed transport Omnia, arrived at Cumberland Bay and imme- 
diately opened fire upon the Dresden while she lay at anchor. The 
Maritime Governor, who was making his way towards the Glasgow in 
order to carry out the usual obligations of courtesy, was compelled to 
return to land. 

The Dresden hoisted a flag of truce, and despatched one of her officers 
to inform the Glasgow that she was in neutral waters, a circumstance dis- 
regarded by the British naval squadron, which summoned the Dresden 
to surrender, warning her that if she refused she would be destroyed. 
The captain of the Dresden then gave orders to blow up the powder 
magazine and sink the ship. 

The act of hostility committed in Chilean territorial waters by the 
British naval squadron has painfully surprised my Government. 

The internment of the Dresden had been notified to her captain by the 
Maritime Governor of Juan Fernandez, and the Government of the 
Republic, having been informed of what had occurred, would have pro- 
ceeded to the subsequent steps had it not been for the intervention of the 
British naval squadron. Having regard to the geographical position of 
the Islands of Juan Fernandez and to the difficulty of communication 
with the mainland, the only authority able to act in the matter did 
everything possible from the outset, and the internment of the Dresden 
was as effective and complete as the circumstances would permit when 
she was attacked by the British naval squadron. Even supposing that 
the British force feared that the Dresden intended to escape and to ignore 
the measures taken by the Maritime Governor of Juan Fernandez, and 
that this apprehension was adduced as the reason which determined its 
action, it should still be observed that the close watch which the British 
naval squadron could itself exercise precluded the possibility of the at- 
tempt. Moreover, no such eventuality was contemplated by the British 
squadron which, as I have said, did not give the Maritime Governor of 
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Mas-a-Tierra the opportunity of explaining to the naval officer in com- 
mand of the island the state of the Dresden in Cumberland Bay. The 
officer in command of the squadron acted d priori without pausing to 
consider that his action constituted a serious offence against the sov- 
ereignty of the country in whose territorial waters he was at the time. 
The traditions of the British Navy are such that I feel convinced that 
if the officer who commanded the British squadron had received the 
Maritime Governor, who was going on board his ship in the fulfilment 
of his duty, and had been informed of the state of the interned vessel, he 
would not have opened fire upon her and would not have brought about 
the situation which now constrains my Government, in defence of their 
sovereign rights, to formulate the most energetic protest to His Britannic 
Majesty's Government. 

Your Excellency will not be surprised that the attitude of the naval 
squadron should have aroused such deep feeling in Chile if you bear in 
mind the fact that the British warships composing it had received, 
shortly before and upon repeated occasions, convincing proofs of the 
cordial friendship which unites us to Great Britain, and which finds its 
clearest and strongest expression in our respective navies. They had 
been supplied in the ports of the republic with everything which it was 
permissible for us to furnish consistent with our neutrality in the present 
European conflict. Nothing, therefore, could be a more painful surprise 
to us than to see our exceedingly cordial and friendly attitude repaid by 
an act which bears unfortunately all the evidences of contempt for our 
sovereign rights, although it is probable that nothing was further from 
the minds of those by whom it was unthinkingly committed. 

Nor will your Excellency be astonished that my Government should 
show themselves to be very jealous of the rights and prerogatives in- 
herent in the exercise of sovereignty. Nations which lack powerful 
material means of making their rights respected have no other guarantee 
and protection for their life and prosperity than the clear and perfect 
understanding, and the exact and scrupulous fulfilment of the obligations 
incumbent upon them towards other nations, and the right to demand 
that other nations shall equally observe their duties towards them. Few 
nations have given more convincing proofs than Great Britain of their 
desire to comply with international obligations and to require com- 
pliance from others, and few have shown more eloquently their respect 
for the rights and prerogatives both of great and small nations. These 
facts convince my Government that His Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
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ment will give them satisfaction for the act committed by the British 
naval forces of a character to correspond with the frankly cordial rela- 
tions existing between them. Nothing could be more deeply deplored 
by the Chilean Government than that the traditional bonds of friendship 
uniting the two peoples, which my Government value so highly, and 
upon which they base so many hopes of new and mutual benefits, should 
fail to derive on this occasion additional strength from the test to which 
circumstances have subjected them. 
I have, etc., Agustin Edwards. 



No. 2 

Sir Edward Grey to the Chilean Minister 

Foreign Office, March 30, 1915. 
Sir: 

His Majesty's Government, after receiving the communication from 
the Chilean Government of the 26th March, deeply regret that any 
misunderstanding should have arisen which should be a cause of com- 
plaint to the Chilean Government; and, on the facts as stated in the 
communication made to them, they are prepared to offer a full and 
ample apology to the Chilean Government. 

His Majesty's Government, before receiving the communication from 
the Chilean Government, could only conjecture the actual facts at the 
time when the Dresden was discovered by the British squadron; and even 
now they are not in possession of a full account of his action by the 
captain of the Glasgow. Such information as they have points to the fact 
that the Dresden had not accepted internment, and still had her colors 
flying and her guns trained. If this was so, and if there were no means 
available on the spot and at the moment for enforcing the decision of the 
Chilean authorities to intern the Dresden, she might obviously, had not 
the British ships taken action, have escaped again to attack British com- 
merce. It is believed that the island where the Dresden had taken 
refuge is not connected with the mainland by cable. In these circum- 
stances, if the Dresden still had her colors flying and her guns trained, the 
captain of the Glasgow probably assumed, especially in view of the past 
action of the Dresden, that she was defying the Chilean authorities and 
abusing Chilean neutrality, and was only awaiting a favorable oppor- 
tunity to sally out and attack British commerce again. 
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If these really were the circumstances, His Majesty's Government 
cannot but feel that they explain the action taken by the captain of the 
British ship; but, in view of the length of time that it may take to clear 
up all the circumstances and of the communication that the Chilean 
Government have made of the view that they take from the information 
they have of the circumstances, His Majesty's Government do not wish 
to qualify the apology that they now present to the Chilean Government. 

I have, etc., E. Grey. 



EXCHANGE OF NOTES BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC RESPECTING THE 
TRADE IN ARMS AND AMMUNITION AT MUSCAT * 

London, February 4, 1914 

No. 1 

M. Camhon to Sir Edward Grey 

[Translation] 

French Embassy, 
q . London, February 4, 1914- 

Your Excellency has repeatedly pointed out to me the serious in- 
conveniences resulting from the organization of the traffic in arms 
and munitions of war in the Sultanate of Muscat, adjoining His Maj- 
esty's Indian Empire. 

My Government, desirous of strengthening the good relations which 
so happily exist between France and Great Britain, have wished to 
give fresh proof of the feelings which inspire them, and have instructed 
me to declare to your Excellency that they renounce their claims, in 
favor of their nationals, to the benefit of the privileges and immunities 
conferred on these latter by the Franco-Muscat Treaty of the 17th 
November, 1844, in cases where these privileges and immunities would 
hinder the application of regulations and laws intended to prevent 
contraband traffic in arms and munitions of war in the Sultanate of 
Muscat. 

Consequent upon this decision, the French consul at Muscat will 
receive immediately the necessary instructions to inform the Sultan 

1 Great Britain, Treaty Series, 1914, No. 9. 



